
By Jeff Kothe, Archcoustics

  
Our latest General Meeting at the 

Orange County Register on Thursday, April 22 
focused on Heritage Fields, the proposed 
redevelopment of the former El Toro Marine 
Base in Irvine.  
Richard Lee and Bret Hardy came in and 
presented to us the opportunity the Orange 
County community has to capitalize on 3700 
acres of prime real estate.  It s been over 30 
years since 

real estate of this caliber has been available for 
development, and Richard and Bret detailed the 
project in a fun, interesting way. 
In March 2002, Orange County citizens voted to 
transform the dormant Marine Base into a 
recreational park.  The result of Measure W was a 
plan for a park and no way to pay for it.  The solution 
is to divide the land up into four different parcels that 
have distinct and different development plans that 
will make Heritage Fields one of the most unique 
communities in all of Southern California.   
Each of these parcels will have entitlements and 
development agreements that the winning bidder 
must agree to in order for them to proceed with 
development.  The Great Park will be surrounded by 
enough entitlements to help pay for the park and 
facilitate this exciting process. 
One parcel is designated for commercial and 
residential development, R & D space, a senior 

housing 
community, and 
an educational institution.  Parcel two is for residential 
development and an open space that will include a 45-
hole golf course.  Parcel three will be set aside for a 
wildlife corridor that will include 500 acres for the 
Great Park.  Parcel four is the most readily available 
space for development because it has 34 acres along I-
5, making Heritage Fields ideally situated in the heart 
of Orange County s main transportation corridor. 

Where: OC Register 

625 N. Grand Ave.  

Santa Ana 

When: Thursday, Apr 22nd, 2004 @ 

5:30pm to 8:00pm 

Topic: OC Today 



The entire process will begin with the online auction that will take place in the fall or 
winter of this year.  This will determine which developer group wins the opportunity to 
transform an old air base into a brilliant, diverse community.  The winning bid will be the 
one that is not topped for 24 hours.  The auction is open to the public; all you need to 
participate is an irrevocable letter of credit that states your ability to close on the amount 
you bid. 
Thank you to our General Meeting sponsors: Thomas Grochow of the Orange County 
Register, Jeff Lepley and his partner Geoff Gordon of SCS Flooring, and Dick Patton of 
Universal Protection Service.   
Thank you to the Orange County Register for providing us with a meeting room and an 
eventful tour of the facility following the program that gave Chapter members a behind-
the-scenes view of how a major newspaper is produced. 

          


