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     It was an "electric" afternoon Thursday, 

July 15, at the DoubleTree Hotel in Orange, 

where the topic of the July General Meeting 

was energy and electricity issues for business. 

The featured speaker was Dr. Jo Ellen Allen 

who is the Director of Public Affairs for the 

Southern region for the Southern California 

Edison Company. 

     Dr. Allen provided a legislative analysis for those in attendance as she 

discussed pending litigation, including the details of AB 2006. This is a bill that is 

sponsored by Speaker of the Assembly Fabian Nunez (D) and it is designed to 

establish a regulatory 

framework to stimulate 

investment in new power 

resources and production 

facilities. This would allow 

California to regain control of 

its energy future, and 

hopefully avoid another crisis 

like the one in 2001. 

     However, according to Dr. 

Allen, we are actually still in the crisis from three years ago. A large reason for 

this is the energy deregulation that occurred in 1995. This created a literal power 

exchange where companies bought and sold power to residential and business 

customers. A third-party grid operator, of Independent System Operator (ISO) 

was created to make sure the efficiency of the power system was not 

compromised by this new form of energy brokerage.  


